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flattering expressions Mr. and Mrs. Kenwigs replied, by thanking
every lady and gentleman, seriatim, for the favour of their company,
and hoping they might have enjoyed themselves only half as well
as they said they had.

As to Nicholas, quite unconscious of the impression he had
produced, he had long since fallen asleep, leaving Mr. Newman
Hoggs and Smike to empty the spirit bottle between them; and
this office they performed with such extreme good will, that
Newman was equally at a loss to determine whether he himself
was quite sober, and whether he had ever seen any gentleman
so heavily, drowsily, and completely intoxicated as his new
acquaintance.

CHAPTER XYI.

NICHOLAS SEEKS TO EMPLOY HIMSELF IN A NEW CAPACITY,
AND BEING UNSUCCESSFUL, ACCEPTS AN ENGAGEMENT AS
TUTOE IN A PRIVATE FAMILY.

THE first care of Nicholas next morning was, to look after some
room in whieh, until better times dawned upon him, he could
contrive to exist, /ithout trenching upon the hospitality of
Newman Noggs, who would have slept upon the stairs with
pleasure, so that his /oung friend was accommodated.

The vacant apartment to which the bill in the parlour window
bore reference, appeared on inquiry to be a small back room on
the second floor, reclaimed from the leads, and overlooking a soot-
bespecMed prospect of tiles and chimney-pots. For the letting of
this portion of the house from week to week, on reasonable terms,
the parlour lodger was empowered to treat, he being deputed by
the landlord to dispose of the rooms as they became vacant, and to
keep a sharp look-out that the lodgers didn't run away. As a
means of securing the punctual discharge of which last service he
was permitted to live rent-free, lest he should at any time be
tempted to run away himself.

Of this chamber Nicholas became the tenant; and having hired
a few common articles of furniture from a neighbouring broker,
and paid the first week's hire in advance, out of a small fund
raised by the conversion of some spare clothes into ready money,
he sat himself down to ruminate upon his prospects, which, like
that outside his window, were sufficiently confined and dingy. As
they by no means improved on better acquwjatance, and M